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Abstract: What do the Lebanese learn about Lebanon at school? Some Observations on Lebanese textbooks for Humanities instruction

The new National and Civics Education curriculum and textbooks follow a holistic and child centred approach. The textbooks describe and stress values and attitudes that should facilitate the fruitful coexistence in society like equality, democracy, cooperation, tolerance, justice, acceptance of differences, mutual respect as well as the basic liberties - the freedom of opinion and expression including the media, the freedom of belief, the freedom to choose one’s profession and place of living and the freedom to found political parties, and the Human Rights. The religious sources of the monotheistic creeds, above all the Bible, the Koran, the Hadith, the Exhortation Apostolique issued by Pope John Paul II. on the occasion of his visit to Lebanon in 1998, and different personalities of Islamic history and thought are quoted in support of these values and attitudes. The National Pacts between the Lebanese peoples, the first constitution after independence and the Ta’if Agreement, are described in general terms as a compromise between Lebanon’s Christian and Muslim populations and its cultural heritages, which stem from Western as well as Oriental parts of the world. Concerning the violence that went on in Lebanon between 1975 and 1990, its negative impact on Lebanese society is stressed regarding different dimensions, like economic, cultural and so on. While the fighting parties are not named or described, it is, however, mentioned that Lebanese citizens as well as leaders of the confessional groups protested the violence.

However, as stated in studies on the Lebanese National and Civic Education Curriculum (UNESCO-LAES 2003) the amount of text in the National and Civics Education textbooks seems very large, particularly in relation to the time of one hour per week that is dedicated to the subject. While lengthy passages stress the stated values over and over, the students do neither learn the names, any of the particular features of the confessional groups in the country, the political parties and their programs, nor about the opinions that exist in Lebanon on how the aim of abolishing the confessional system, which was agreed in the National Pacts of 1943 and 1989, should be implemented. As centralised National and Civic Education does not address these questions, how do textbooks issued by private publishing companies that mostly affiliate to one of the confessional groups fill this gap of knowledge?
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